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POR RELEASE:

1 June 1972

PROM:

Kika de la Garza

92-330

WASHINGTON, DC -- Another productive meeting of the U.S.-Mexico ParUaJDentary Group has been held, and again I was privileged to participate as a member of
the U.S. delegation.
Mexican government.

Our meeting thb year was in New Orleans at the request of the
Thb came about in order to honor the great Mexican hero, Benito

Juarez, as Mexico has titled this year as "the year of Juarez".

New Orleans was one

of the places where Juarez lived while he was in exile and planning his return to his
native land.

The Crescent City has a statue dedicated to him.
The business of the meeting was divided among three principal committees--

Political, Economic, and Social •. 1 was named chairman of the Political Committee and
had the honor of presiding over its seuions, which, I may add, k,ept me wor:ting early
and late.
The exchanges between members of the U.S. Congress and our Mexican counterparts were frank and cordial, with each side presenting comprehensive discu3sions
of problema Vis a Vis the other nation.
are insurmountable.

It is my view that none of these problems

As long as we can continue to discuss them in the atmosphere that

prevailed at the New Orleans meeting, I am confident we can resolve eXisting and future
questions Without damage to the neighborly relations between the United States end
Mexico.

* * * * * * *
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION -- An example of what the two nations

CM

do by

working together is prOVided by the news that scientists have located what they believe
to be a highly favorable area for the accumulation of oil and gas in the western Gulf
of Mexico.

This was a cooperative effort between scientists of the U.S. Geologieal

Survey and representatives of a number of Mexican agencies and institutions.
Plotting a 2400-mile zigzag course between Corpus Christi and Cempeche,
Mexico, aboard a Mexican oceanographic vessel, the scientists probed the little-known
segment of the submerged shelf and slope seeking geological data.

Their principal

objective was to prOVide reconnaissance information about the regional geologic framework of the Continental Shelf off Eastern Mexico and its relationship to structural
trends mapped on shore.
The study was conducted under the co-leadership of Dr. Erk Reminitz of
the U.S. Geological Survey and Captain Daratio Silva Lopez of the Mexican NavY.
It adds up to another significant proof of the value of
cooperation.

* * * * * *

*

inter~ational

RECESS -- This being presidential election year, Congress will take brief
recesses around the time of the two major party national conventions.

We will be in re-

cess June 30-July 17 for the Democratic Convention and August IS-September 5 for the
Republican Convention.
Some talk ifi being heard about final adjournment of this session coming
around the middle of September, but I am most doubtful that this will happen--or, for
that matter, that it should happen.

We have a great deal of work to do and, as much as

I like to Come home to South Texas, I think we should do it.

The business of Congress

is the people's business and deserves to receive top-priority consideration from all
members.

* * * * * * *
~

VEHICLE DRIVERS -- A new pamphlet explaining in chart form specific

exemptions granted drivers of certain farm and farm-related vehicles from provisions of
the federal motor carrier safety regulations has been published by the Bureau of Motor
Carrier Safety.

Many South Texans who operate farm vehicles may be exempt from the

regulations established by the Department of Transportation.
Title of the pamphlet is "Important--Operators of Farm Vehicles."

I have

some copies and will be glad to send them to residents of the 15th Congressional District
on request.

* * * * * * *
A South Texan writes to chide me for saying in a recent
report that the Battle of Cinco de Mayo took place ninety years ago.
battle occurred on May 5, lS62.

Of course the famous

I went back to my original copy and found that I had

written the correct date, but somehow had said "90 years ago" instead of writing, as I
obViously should have done, "110 years ago."
arithmetic is really better than that.

I have no idea how this happened, for my

Anyway, May 5 was the 110th anniversary of the

battle.

* * * * * * *
CAR OPERATION COST

From the Federal Highway Administration comes the

information that if you buy a standard size 1972 automobile and run it for 10 years,
your average per-mile cost will be 13.55 cents.

* * * * * * *
VISITORS

Visiting my office from horne this past week were Col C C Valle

of Rio Grande City; Mr Steve Metzenthin of Brownsville; Mr Eusebio Compian of Edinburg;
Mr Eric RaWls of McAllen; Dr Milton J Schiller of Harlingen; and also Mr and Mrs Armando
Oliveira of Rio Grande City with their children Linda Nora, Rosabel, Anabel, Sylvia and
Armando Rene, Mr Oliveira was here to receive a special merit award from the U S Department of Agriculture for outstanding service, presented at a ceremony which I was
privileged to attend.

* * * * * * *

